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Suggested City Executive Board response to the recommendation of the Scrutiny Committee on the Tree Management

Policy

Provided by the Board Member for Leisure, Parks and Sport

Recommendation Agreed? | Comment

1: That the following amendments are made to the Policy: Agreed C. Each tree will be replaced however this may not be in

a) The phrase ‘perceived to be causing medical issues’ in the the same location as the tree that was removed.

bullet points at the top of page 5 of the Policy is replaced with

‘undocumented medical conditions’.

b) Explanation is added that challenges under the arbitration

and review process will be assessed against the Policy.

c) The statement that ‘every tree felled should be replaced’

on page 8 of the Policy is strengthened to say that ‘every tree

felled will be replaced’.

2: That fruit trees are listed in the tree planting guide as an Partially | We will add fruit trees to the Tree Planting list for Parks.

option for parks and that the policy mentions that people can | Agreed

help themselves to fruit from the fruit trees in Council parks. The public will be able to take the fruit.

3: That the following are included in the Tree Planting Guide | Agreed A. We will add the benefits of each tree in the Planting

or the Customer Advice Guide, as appropriate: List i.e. native, flowering, fruiting, autumn colour or a

a) How the common trees meet the requirement of the policy. particular benefit to pollination.

b) Which trees could be pollarded. B. We will provide a list in the Customer Advice Guide

¢) Which trees are pollinators. of the most common trees in Oxford that can be

d) A new section listing (fruit) trees that are suitable for parks. pollarded rather than listing all trees that can be

e) General advice to householders on what trees are pollarded. This list will not be exhaustive as the Tree

appropriate for planting in gardens. Team may sometimes recommend pollarding other

f) Guidance on which trees are suitable for planting in future trees.

council sites. C. As per point A. above we will include some additional
information on the Planting List.

D. Fruit trees will be added to the Tree Planting list for
planting in suitable locations only i.e. Parks and not
highways.

E. We will add advice to the Customer Advice Guide
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F. We will add a statement requesting that the Council
consults with the Tree Team in regards to new tree
planting on Council owned Developments.

4: That the Tree Management Policy includes a clearer
section at the start that highlights what the policy covers and
what it does not cover, as well as signposting to where
people can find additional information on trees from the City
Council’'s Planning Department and Highways Authority.

Agreed

The introduction will be edited to make it clearer that this
Policy is for the management of Council owned trees
only.

We will also add a signposting section to the Planning
Department and the most common 3™ parties i.e.
County Council Highways.
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