Agenda

Standards Committee
@ this meeting will be held by Zoom and streamed to the
Council's YouTube channel when the meeting
starts,https://www.youtube.com/oxfordcitycouncil

This meeting will be held on:
Date:

Tuesday 20 October 2020

Time:

6.00 pm

Place:

Zoom - Remote meeting

For further information please contact:
Catherine Phythian, Committee and Member Services Officer, Committee
Services Officer



01865 252402

 cphythian@oxford.gov.uk

Members of the public can attend to observe this meeting and.



may register in advance to speak to the committee in accordance with the
committee’s rules
may record all or part of the meeting in accordance with the Council’s protocol

Information about speaking and recording is set out in the agenda and on the website
Please contact the Committee Services Officer to register to speak; to discuss
recording the meeting; or with any other queries.

View or subscribe to updates for agendas, reports and minutes at
mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk.
All public papers are available from the calendar link to this meeting once published

Committee Membership
Councillors: Membership 7: Quorum 3: substitutes are permitted.
Councillor Jamila Begum Azad (Chair)
Councillor Susanna Pressel (Vice-Chair)
Councillor Michael Gotch
Councillor Pat Kennedy
Councillor Mark Lygo
Councillor Christine Simm
Councillor Craig Simmons
Chris Ballinger

Independent Person non-voting

Jill McCleery

Independent Person non-voting

Andrew Mills-Hicks

Independent Person non-voting

Osama Raja

Independent Person non-voting

Dorian Hancock

Parish Council representative non-voting

Apologies and notification of substitutes received before the publication are shown
under Apologies for absence in the agenda. Those sent after publication will be
reported at the meeting. Substitutes for the Chair and Vice-chair do not take on these
roles.
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Information for those attending regulatory committees Remote meetings guidelines
Regulations passed in April 2020 enable the Council to hold meetings
without some or all Members being physically present together in a
room. To ensure the smooth running of remote meetings the Council
has agreed a Protocol for Remote Meetings and everyone is asked to
follow these guidelines which are based on that Protocol.
Attendance at remote meetings
Members (councillors) are “in attendance” provided that they can hear
and be heard by the other participants. Any loss of visual connection
does not give rise to non-attendance but a loss of audio connection
does.
Should you lose connection to the meeting try to reconnect
immediately. If you cannot immediately re-join the meeting by video link,
please dial in to the meeting using the telephone number provided in
the joining instructions.
If a Councillor loses connectivity to this meeting they will be prohibited
from participating in the debate and voting on that agenda item unless
the discussion is paused for the period of their non-attendance.
If other participants lose connection, this does not affect the debate or
vote.
Remote meetings etiquette
All participants are asked to:


Stay visible on camera while your video feed is on. Turn the
camera off if you stand up or leave your seat.



Keep your microphone muted unless speaking. Un-mute / mute
your own microphone before and after speaking.



Use the “raise hand” icon to indicate a wish to speak. This is
located in the “Participants” tab. Please be patient, the Chair will
call you to speak and has absolute discretion to determine the
order in which participants speak. Please lower your virtual hand
after speaking.



Not speak over other participants.



Keep contributions relevant and concise.



Councillors and officers must use the Chat function only to assist
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with the smooth administration of the meeting, e.g. to alert
officers to a loss of audio connectivity.
Voting at remote meetings
When determining an application the voting will be by a roll call.
When called by the Clerk, Councillors are asked to state how they are
voting on the proposal (e.g. “for”, “against” or “abstain”). Any Member
who has not been in attendance to hear the full presentation and debate
on an agenda item will be required to abstain from voting on that matter.

1

Apologies for Absence

2

Declarations of Interest

3

Update report - Committee on Standards in Public Life

1 - 14

Purpose of report:
This report informs the Committee of the progress in implementing the
recommendations of the Committee on Standards in Public Life report
on Local Government Ethical Standards.
Recommendation:
That the Standards Committee resolves to note the report.

4

Code of Conduct: summary of complaints and individual
dispensations - 1 June 2020 until 30 September 2020

15 - 18

Purpose of report:
To advise the Committee of:
1. the number of complaints received under the Members’ Code of
Conduct which have been, or are to be, considered by the Head of
Law and Governance (in her statutory capacity as the authority’s
Monitoring Officer) and the Independent Persons. The report also
notes the outcome, where complaints have been concluded; and
2. the number of dispensations to an individual member, granted
under Section 33 of the 2011 Localism Act, by the Monitoring
Officer, following consultation with an Independent Person.
Recommendation:
That the Standards Committee notes the content of the report.

5

Minutes of the previous meeting
Recommendation:
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 29 June 2020 as a true
and accurate record.
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19 - 24

6

Dates of future meetings
The Committee is scheduled to meet at 6.00pm on the following dates:


8 March 2021

Public access to this meeting and members of the public
speaking
Remote meetings will be held on Zoom.
Public access to remote meetings
1. You can watch the meeting remotely by clicking on the link in the
comments section or under ‘media’ sited just above the agenda
items.
2. The live link will appear on this page just as the meeting starts. This
will launch a YouTube video of the live meeting. If it does not, then
follow the link to the council’s YouTube channel where the video will
be playing.
Registering to speaking
3. Members of the public can register to speak at a meeting in
accordance with the Procedure Rule within Council’s Constitutions.
4. For this committee you must register to speak before noon on
the working day before the meeting, giving the application
name/number and whether you are supporting or objecting. You
must also supply an email address and phone number.
5. Members of the public registering to speak are recommended
to submit their contribution in writing to
democraticservices@oxford.gov.uk not less than 24 hours
before the meeting is due to start. This will ensure that their
contribution can be taken into account and, where necessary,
responded to, in the event that the connection is poor or they are
otherwise unable to join the meeting. Members of the public who
register to speak will be advised of any word limit for their written
submission.
Public attendance and speaking at remote meetings
6. Members of the public viewing the meeting should do this through
the weblink to the live stream as above.
7. Members of the public may register to speak at the meeting in
accordance with the procedure rules (see 4 and the notes at the
end of the agenda frontsheet)
8. Those registering to speak will be provided with joining instructions
and guidance on public participation in remote meetings by the
Committee and Member Services Team.
9. When the meeting starts, or during the agenda item before the one
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they are speaking on, they should follow these instructions and join
the meeting. When joining a meeting members of the public with a
right to speak must ensure that they can be identified as a
registered speaker otherwise their access to the meeting will be
blocked.
10. They will be held as an ‘attendee’ and be able to see and hear the
meeting but not take part.
11. The Meeting Host will ‘enable’ their microphone when they are
called to speak, or may admit them to the meeting. They must not
speak until are invited to do so by the Chair. Speeches are timed
from the first words of the speech: there is no penalty for delays
caused by the technology.
12. The member of the public may remain as an attendee or in the
meeting to hear the remainder of the agenda item. Once their
contribution has been heard the Meeting Host will mute their
microphone and it must remain muted for the remainder of the
meeting unless the Chair invites them to speak again, at which
point the microphone will be enabled again.
13. At the end of the agenda item, the Chair may ask speakers
attending for that item to disconnect from the remote meeting and
the Meeting Host may remove their access to the meeting.
Members of the public may continue to observe the meeting by
watching the live stream accessed via a link on the Council’s
meetings webpages.
14. If a member of the public exercising their right to speak at a remote
meeting loses connectivity during their contribution, they should
immediately dial back in to the meeting using the telephone number
provided in the joining instructions.
15. If a member of the public exercising their right to speak at a remote
meeting loses connectivity and is unable to re-join the meeting their
previously submitted written contribution will be considered (it will
be read out by an officer who will keep strictly to the allocated time
limit). If no written contribution has been submitted the meeting will
proceed without considering their contribution.
Press access to remote meetings
16. Journalists wishing to attend a remote meeting are advised to
inform pressoffice@oxford.gov.uk not less than 24 hours before the
meeting is due to start to be issued with joining instructions.
17. Journalists in remote attendance are asked to keep their
microphone muted and their video camera turned off.
18. Alternatively journalists can access meetings by viewing the live
stream as set out in 1 and 2 above.
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Information for those attending
Recording and reporting on meetings held in public
Members of public and press can record, or report in other ways, the parts of the meeting
open to the public. You are not required to indicate in advance but it helps if you notify the
Committee Services Officer prior to the meeting so that they can inform the Chair and
direct you to the best place to record.
The Council asks those recording the meeting:
 To follow the protocol which can be found on the Council’s website
 Not to disturb or disrupt the meeting
 Not to edit the recording in a way that could lead to misinterpretation of the
proceedings. This includes not editing an image or views expressed in a way that may
ridicule or show a lack of respect towards those being recorded.
 To avoid recording members of the public present, even inadvertently, unless they are
addressing the meeting.
Please be aware that you may be recorded during your speech and any follow-up. If you
are attending please be aware that recording may take place and that you may be
inadvertently included in these.
The Chair of the meeting has absolute discretion to suspend or terminate any activities
that in his or her opinion are disruptive.

Councillors declaring interests
General duty
You must declare any disclosable pecuniary interests when the meeting reaches the item
on the agenda headed “Declarations of Interest” or as soon as it becomes apparent to you.
What is a disclosable pecuniary interest?
Disclosable pecuniary interests relate to your* employment; sponsorship (ie payment for
expenses incurred by you in carrying out your duties as a councillor or towards your
election expenses); contracts; land in the Council’s area; licenses for land in the Council’s
area; corporate tenancies; and securities. These declarations must be recorded in each
councillor’s Register of Interests which is publicly available on the Council’s website.
Declaring an interest
Where any matter disclosed in your Register of Interests is being considered at a meeting,
you must declare that you have an interest. You should also disclose the nature as well as
the existence of the interest. If you have a disclosable pecuniary interest, after having
declared it at the meeting you must not participate in discussion or voting on the item and
must withdraw from the meeting whilst the matter is discussed.
Members’ Code of Conduct and public perception
Even if you do not have a disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter, the Members’ Code of
Conduct says that a member “must serve only the public interest and must never
improperly confer an advantage or disadvantage on any person including yourself” and
that “you must not place yourself in situations where your honesty and integrity may be
questioned”. The matter of interests must be viewed within the context of the Code as a
whole and regard should continue to be paid to the perception of the public.
*Disclosable pecuniary interests that must be declared are not only those of the member her or himself but
also those member’s spouse, civil partner or person they are living with as husband or wife or as if they were
civil partners.
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