Oxford City Council meeting 8 June 2020
Item 4 Adoption of the Oxford Local Plan 2036
Cabinet recommendations; amendment to recommendations; officer advice on the amendment.

A) Cabinet recommendations to Council (as in agenda pack with new 4th recommendation)

Cabinet recommends that Council resolves to:
1. Adopt the Oxford Local Plan 2036 (set out at Appendix 1 to this report), which incorporates the Inspectors’ Main Modifications (set out at Appendix 3 to this report) and the City Council’s Additional Modifications (set out at Appendix 4 to this report) as part of the statutory development plan for the area as listed in Appendix 6;

2. Adopt the updates to the Oxford City Adopted Policies Map in line with the Oxford Local Plan 2036 set out at Appendix 5 to this report; 

3. Authorise the Head of Planning Services, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for Planning and Housing Delivery, to finalise the necessary documents to support adoption including the Adoption Statement (draft as Appendix 7) and Sustainability Statement (draft as Appendix 8) and to make such minor editorial corrections to the adopted Local Plan (Appendix 1) and Policies Map (Appendix 5) as deemed necessary ahead of publication. This will include a final desktop published version of the Oxford Local Plan 2036 and adopted policies map; and

4. NOTE that, as previously outlined in earlier discussions of the Oxford Local Plan 2036 in Scrutiny, Cabinet and Full Council, a timetable for the next Local Plan which is aligned to the latest Oxfordshire Plan 2050 timetable and co-ordinated with the Local Plan timetables of other District Councils in Oxfordshire will be brought to Cabinet in July 2020 – and Scrutiny as required – as part of the updated Local Development Scheme


B) Amendment - Proposer: Cllr Wolff; Seconder: Cllr Simmons

Additional recommendation 5 to read:

5. REQUEST that this revised timeline for the Local Plan review be taken as an opportunity to accelerate the adoption of new thinking on how to respond to the Climate Emergency, in particular the recommendations generated by the Citizens Assembly, the Climate Emergency Review Group (to be considered by Cabinet in October 2020 at the earliest) and the expressed intent, by local and national Government, to 'build back better' post-COVID-19.

Submitted under Council procedure rules 11.19 (e) (referring to motions to amend recommendations of the Cabinet).
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Head of Planning Services advice on the amendment (B) proposed by Cllr Wolff.

It is the advice of officers that the amendment to the Cabinet recommendations put forward to full council implies that the Local Plan is deficient for example in relation to addressing climate change. Officers recommend that Council does not include this amendment as it could undermine the Local Plan. The Local Plan is supported by extensive evidence and has been examined and found sound by the Planning Inspectors.
